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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this study was to examine high school 
journalism in seven states of the Middle West, i.e. , to investigate 
curricular and co-curricular activities and related topics. 
Questionnaires were circulated early in 1969 to senior high schools 
in seven states; Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, 
and Wisconsin. Conclusions include; (1) The Middle west has been a 
stronghold of student journalism for many years; (2) Newspaper 
®*^ v isers support sound objectives for high school journalism courses; 
(3) Newspaper advisers usually are certified in English. 

(Author/CK) 
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PART I - INTRODUCTION 



1. Purpose 



The purpose of this study was to examine high school journalism 
in seven states of the Middle West, that is, to investigate cur- 
ricular and co-curricular activities and related topics . 



2, Method 



Questionnaires were circulated early in 1969 to senior high 
schools in seven states. Leaders in school press work in Michigan, 
Wisconsin, and Minnesota responded to invitations to provide lists 
of schools which had student journalism activities. Their assist- 
ance was exceedingly helpful. 



3. Scop e 

States encompassed in this study were Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin, as Table 1 indicates. 

The best response was from Michigan with 96 schools participating, 
the weakest from Iowa with only 14 schools responding. In all 
326 schools participated. Since it was not the intent to query 
every high school in each state, it is probable that the over-all 
sample is big enough to be significant. Of the 326 schools par- 
ticipating, 299 or 92 per cent were coeducationsl ; 273 or 85 per 
cent were public ; 83 per cent were 3-year or 4-year senior high 
schools; 23 per cent had an enrollment under 500; 2 per cent over 
4,000. See Tables 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 



TABLE 1. — Distribution, of Schools 





Number 


Per Cent 


Illinois 


36 


12 


Indiana 


44 


14 


Iowa 


14 


4 


Michigan 


96 


30 


Minnesota 


47 


15 


Wisconsin 


43 


13 


Ohio 


32 


10 


None of these 


7 


2 
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TABLE 2. — Kinds of Schools 











Number 


Per Cent 

-it;.. 


Coeducational 

Boys only • 

Girls .only . i - 

No answer; ?■■■■-. ■■ 


299 

6 

16 1 

2 •* ' ; 


92 

2 

5 - : C 

, r .* - 

1 


TABLE 3. — Public and Non-public 


Schools 






Number . 


-■■■ ■■ »Tr ■ r*tir - 

Per :Cfent . 


Vublic 

Independent 

Parochial 

Other 


” . ■ | * ; : ■ ; j i i 

273 r< . • 

10 

2 

6 


• • - , 5 1 ^ .L - 

85 ; «v ! oo.'-vs 

3 

10 

2 


, J ; .... • - i'. : >>*• 

TABLE ; 4 1 --Levels of Instruction 


■ k ' 


- f o •; : '* ‘ 


1 !!!, ■ ■:* ' -- • ’ ■■ - f KTf 




Per Cent 


■’ . • sm ’-rnsTfcj — — - 

3- year senior - H - f ; 

4- yeaiM ; senior ' ; ' !>ov 

5- year seniOr ^ ~ ? 

6- year senior ■ <! ,c ' J! ' 

3-year junior 

Other 


: 'U'O ■! ) C f 1 


, "35 

’ 48 ‘ ■ 

•• ;. •> : •'! ; i > '■■■>■ • • 

.c c ,. 2 

13 ..... ,, 

1 

10 


TABLE 5 . — Enrol' line rit 










Per Cent . . r . , r 


1 - 299 

300 - 499 

500 - 749 C, 

750 - 999 

1000 - 1499 
1500 + 


- 


is 

15 

12 

19 

31 



TT 
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TABLE 6, — Enrollment 



Per Cent 



1500 


- 1999 


16 


2000 


- 2499 


9 


2500 


- 2999 


4 


3000 


- 3999 


2 


4000 


or more 


2 


None 


of these 


67 



4. Schedules 



In 82 per cent of the high schools in this study the weekly 
schedules are traditional, but in the others they presumably are 
flexible or modular. 



5. Boy-Girl Ratio 

Boys outnumber girls in 29 per cent of the journalism classes , 
but girls outnumber boys in 71 per cent of these classes. 



6, Organization of This Study 

In addition tu this introductory section, there are three other 
sections — co-curricular activities, curricular activities, and the 
teacher-adviser. Each section presents a few conclusions. 
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PART II - CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 



1, Scope of Co-Curricular Journalism Activities 

All of the participating high schools sponsor newspapers. In 
addition they engage in a wide variety of related activities, as 
Table 7 indicates. Only 52 per cent are affiliated with the Na- 
tional Scholastic Press Association, 19 per cent with the Columbia 
Scholastic Press Association, 50 per cent with state school press 
associations , 59 per cent with Quill and Scroll. 



TABLE 7. — Co-Curricular Activities in Journalism 





Yes 


No 


No Comment 


Quill and Scroll Chapter 

News bureau regularly sending news to 


59 


41 




local news media 


46 


52 


2 


Magazine 


27 


72 


1 


Anthology 


11 


87 


2 


Newspaper literary supplement 


17 


81 


• 2 


Yearbook 


93 


7 


-- 


Regular radio newscast 


12 


87 


] 


Other radio programs 


14 


85 


1 


Regular TV programs 


4 


95 


1 


Movie production program 


5 


94 


1 


Other journalism activities 


36 


60 


4 



2. Newspaper Objectives 

Presentation of news is the high school newspaper's most im- 
portant objective, as Table 8 indicates. The leadership objective 
ranks second; entertainment, third; shopping information, a weak 
fourth. 



TABLE 8. — What the Newspaper Should Include 





Strongly 

Agree 


Agree 


Do Not 
Agree 


Disagree 


Strongly 

Disagree 


News of school, teenagers, 
teachers 


65 


14 






1 


Leadership S guidance in 
editorials 


76 


22 


2 


— -~ 




Entertainment in features, 
columns 


64 


35 


1 






Shopping information in ad- 
vertisements 


34 


5 

35 


13 


11 


7 
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3. Frequency of Publication 

Almost one~half--4S per cent — -of the high school newspapers are 
published .every week or two weeks , as Table 9 indicates, 

TABLE. 9. — Frequency, of Publication 

Per Cent 



Once a week or more often .14 

Every 2 weeks 35 

Every 3 weeks 13 

Every , 4 weeks 24 

-Every -5 we-eks — - - 4 

Every .6 weeks ; . 6 

Less frequently > • : h. 4 



TABLE 10. — Journalism. Courses Taken by Advisers and . Frequency of 
Publication 







Once 

a 

Week 


Every 

2 

Weeks 


Every 

3 

Weeks 


Every 

4 

Weeks 


Every 

5 

. Weeks 


Evdry 

6 

Weeks 


Less 

Often 


None 




10 


25 


9 


34 


6 


10 


6 


1-6 semester 


hours 


7 


29 


18 


29 


8 


4 


5 


1-12 




13 


49 


8 


22 


-- 


5 


3 


13-18 " 


Tf 


24 


28 


20 


12 


— 


8 . 


9 


19-24 " 


IT 


4 


54 


18 


14” 


4 


3 


3 


25 or more 


It 11 


20 


. .40 


4 


32 


4 


— — 


— 






4. Production 



Production of newspapers in 57 per cent of, the schools is by 
offset, in 25 per cent by ietterpress, in 16 per cent by duplicat- 
in®. eiquipment * -In 2 per .centr.of the schools the form of production 
Was not presented. ' 

5.; Financing 

Financing the newspaper is a problem in many high schools, for 

less than one-half make a profit and two-fifths make a deficit, as 
Table 11 indicates. One advisery>in eight doesn't know whether -the 




Page 7 



newspaper makes a profit or deficit. The situation varies as the 
data in the foregoing table indicate. Data from Iowa were insuf- 
ficient to constitute a satisfactory sample. 

While the school newspaper is not a profit-making enterprise 
essentially, it certainly is not intended to be a deficit-making 
enterprise. The existence of deficits indicates an unsatisfactory 
program of financing. If a sound plan is devised, then effective 
business management by the staff and adviser will enable the news- 
paper to emerge in solvency. 



TABLE 11. — Financing 





Profit 


Deficit 


Don't Know 



All 


48 


40 


12 


Illinois 


46 


43 


11 


Indiana 


74 


26 


— 


Iowa 


17 


75 


8 


Michigan 


51 


38 


11 


Minnesota 


33 


46 


21 


Ohio 


6 5 


27 


8 



At the opening of the school year 2 5 per cent of the newspapers 
were assured of a definite subsidy from the school system and 5 per 
cent an apportionment from the student council. These sources 
which provide funds may expect to exercise controls accordingly, 
thereby exposing the staff to undesirable pressures. Hence, the 
solution often may be found in building circulation and selling 
advertising. 

The deficits of the newspapers in this study were offset by 
additional funds from these sources: 55 per cent from the school 

system; 22 per cent from the student council; 10 per cent from 
the yearbook; 10 per cent from other sources. In 3 per cent of 
the instances the adviser did not know how the deficit was made up, 
although it is always the responsibility of the adviser to know how 
every cent is raised and every cent is spent. Newspaper advisers 
with thorough training are not invariably successful in newspaper 
financing as Table 12 indicates. 
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